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TECHNIQUES FOR PROVIDING CONNECTIONS 
TO SERVICES IN A NETWORK ENVIRONMENT 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
Methods and apparatus for facilitating consumption of services via a services 
network are described. Access is provided to a services directory which identifies a plurality 
of services and at least one connector for facilitating consumption of each of the services via 
the network. Each connector is operable to mediate communication protocol and business 
policy differences between a first network end point associated with the corresponding 
service and a second network end point associated with a consumer of the service. For each 
of selected ones of the connectors, information accessible via the services directory is 
provided regarding how to use the connector to consume the corresponding service. For 
each of selected ones of the services, access to a connector design process is provided via the 
services directory. The connector design process is operable to facilitate creation of a new 
connector for the corresponding service, and to specify at least one business process for 
mediating the business policy differences. 
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